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1. Real World: Team & People

Lost 100’°s of years experience in last few years

Experienced DM and other specialists:
e Senior Planners and managers

* 3senior ecologists, Urban Design team leader, Archaeologist,
Senior Conservation officer left over the same period

WFH shifts London positioning for Cities like Leicester

Reliance on great graduates- but need career pathway and
progression opportunities




1. Team and People: Service Review
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. . Policy and Information Manager PEOP|E manager
Main Planning phase concluded —
this summer, last JOb filled this Development Management E
S e pte m b e r A T s planning Group Manager | Compliance Performance and Monitoring Group |
(Major Projects and Urban Design ) (Area teams)

Vacant Katy Redford

New Structure, Regraded Staff, Rachael P Band Agency cover M
new Technical JDs, New People
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George Davis




2. Real World: Local Plan
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Four consultations over 10 years.....

Issues and
Options: 2014

Emerging
Options

Preferred
Options

Reg 19
Publication
Draft Plan

Examination
autumn 2024

Consultation
on
Modifications-
June/July 2025

Adoption
Autumn
202577

. City of Lelcester Local

. Plan

. 2020 to 2036

Leicester
Local Plan
Issues and Options

Dacument for consultation
September 2014

Leicester Local Plan

Draft Plan for Consultation 2020 to 2036
March 2020
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4 General
Elections

7 Prime
ministers

7 NPPFs

Unmet
Need

35% uplift
in housing
target

More
Unmet
Need

COVID

Well Over
£1m.......



Unmet Need

Changing Policy context nationally huge
challenge

Only deals with c. half of objectively
assessed housing need

Supported by L&L Districts and County

Plan period of under 12 years if adopted
in 2025- COVID/+35%

....but has been found to likely be sound
following Examination Sept-November
2024

Immediate review upon adoption

Awaiting Inspectors’ letter following
Modifications consultation responses

Diagram 2 with modifications.

nnnnnnnn




Leicester Local Plan 2020-2036 Examination - Submission Documents and
Evidence Base
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https://www.leicester.gov.uk/content/leicester-local-plan-examination/submission-documents-and-evidence-base/
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/content/leicester-local-plan-examination/submission-documents-and-evidence-base/
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/content/leicester-local-plan-examination/submission-documents-and-evidence-base/
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/content/leicester-local-plan-examination/submission-documents-and-evidence-base/
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/content/leicester-local-plan-examination/submission-documents-and-evidence-base/
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/content/leicester-local-plan-examination/submission-documents-and-evidence-base/

Examination Stage: 24 months and counting
since submission

* Local Plan submitted September 2023
* |nspectors’initial Questions December 2023
* Matters Issues and Questions: May 2024

* Hearing sessions July delayed due to General
Election

* MIQ’s for hearings published August 2024

* Hearings Weeks 1-3: October 2024

* Weeks 4 & 5: November 2024

* Hearings closed 215t November 2024

* |nspectors’ Letter: January 2025

* Modifications Agreed with Inspectors: May 2025
* Modifications Consultation: June/July 2025

* |Inspectors Report: ??
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2. Brave New World: Local Planning

Abolition of +35%

Abolition of beauty nonsense
New Grey Belt provisions
New Brownfield provisions

New System:

* Legislation introduced by Levelling Up Act
* 30 Month Local Plans

* New National Development Management
Policies

Govt to ‘commence’ this year?

Keir Starmer said the Tories had left the economy in 'second gear’ by failing to sort out planning
rules () Image: PA)

Keir Starmer vows to back 'builders
not blockers' with planning rules
shake-up

The Labour leader will attempt to capitalise on Tory failures over the housing crisis
after Rishi Sunak bowed to pressure from his own MPs to scrap house-building targets
last year

By Lizzy Buchan, Political Editor
22:30, 16 May 2023 0 @ @ @ I 9 | BOOKMARK D

Keir Starmer will vow to back the “builders not the blockers” as he warns the Tories
failure to sort planning rules has left the economy “stuck in second gear”.

In a speech to the British Chambers of Commerce, the Labour leader will promise to
make “tough choices but the right choices” when it comes to the UK's planning
system.



2. Brave New World: New Numbers for L&L

Statement of
Common Ground

Agreed Position

including City Unmet

Local Authority Name Current Method Proposed Method Need
T 687
b 118
T 657
t 659
3 12%

North West
'
t 240
t 5413




2. Real World: Local Planning today.....

* L&L Partnership still working hard together (despite LGR)

* Four councils pushing local plans under Nov 23 NPPF
* Charnwood
* City
* Melton
* Harborough

* Four Councils pushing local plans under Nov 24 NPPF aiming to beat Dec 2026 deadline
* Blaby
* North West Leicestershire
* Oadby & Wigston
* Hinckley and Bosworth

* New post 2036 SoCG, HENA & Distribution Agreement based on new Standard Method
currently being worked up

* Transitional provisions are unclear and very problematic- could get worse?



3. Strategic Planning



3. Brave New World: Strategic Planning

* New statutory comprehensive strategic planning
approach

e But: SDS Geography uncertain

* Doesn’t have to follow LGR geography (but should align
with MCCA if possible)

* MHCLG keen to get Councils looking at SDS’s.....
interplay with current Local Plan efforts, new Local Plan
system and LGR?

* Uncertainties re Rutland (Leicestershire or Lincolnshire?)
and Northamptonshire (??77)

* Should these have been introduced before new Local
Plan system?

A

BILL

TO

Make provision about infrastructure; to make provision about town and country
planning; to make provision for a scheme, administered by Natural England, for a
nature restoration levy payable by developers; to make provision about development
corporations; to make provision about the compulsory purchase of land; to make
provision about environmental outcomes reports; and for connected purposes.

Presented by Secretary Angela Rayner
supported by the Prime Minister,
the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Secretary Steve Reed, Secretary Heidi Alexander,
Secretary Ed Miliband, Secretary Jo Stevens and
Secretary Ian Murray.

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be
Printed, 11th March 2025.

© Parliamentary copyright House of Commons 2025
This publication may be reproduced under the terms of the Open Parliament Licence, which is published at
www.parliament.uk/site-information/copyright

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS



3. Real World: Current Strategic Planning

To 2050: L&L Strategic Growth
Plan . B
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* Growth Options and

* Future Spatial

e Post LGR task for

Future Strategic Planning in Leicestershire

transport studies
published

Development Strategy
(based on Strategic
Growth Plan Review)

. o = : Strategic Growth Options
Leiceste r, and Constraints Mapping for

Leicester and Leicestershire

Leicestershire (and
Rutland?)

Strategic-Growth-Options-and-Constraints-Mapping-for-LL-Final-Report-August-2023. pdf
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4. Local Government Review



4. Brave New World: Local Government

Review

* Comprehensive
unitary coverage

* Potential for major
savings?

* Pathway to
devolution

Planned Structure of Local Government

The following diagram sets out the planned structure of local government:

Policymaking and coordination Tiers of government Representation
National Government Mayoral and Enhanced
Delivery and coordination of national level seraces, such as defense and MOCIOOCONOMIC POLICY, and senices when SAs are represented
national consistency is crucial, such as haalth lhrﬂugn the Council of
s \ Nations and Regions and
f the Mayoral Council
Mayors may also come Strategic Authorities —
tcgatnelr BCross la'ge' Coordination of levers Iblilll’ﬁ o local d'ﬂw‘.'l A ISEUEE CIOSEING COUNC 1 boundares, such as infrastructure ;}|||I'Ir'-ﬂu_
gecgraphlcal areas to tranapor, and spatial planning, whila convening partners for public sarvice reform
4 4
jcollaborate on inter-regional
issues, like energy and Combined Authorities Combined County Greater London
L water y Autharities Authority
{ 7
. 3 Principal Authorities
Principal authorities come Detivery of local public senvices, place shaping and local public senvice refiorm Local authorities are
together ta form Strategic L]

Authorities (outside of

\ London) y

Unitary Councils

r
q—l

County Councils
District Councils

"
i

represented through the
Leaders Council




Leicester City Council

Local Government
Reorganisation

The case for change — interim submission

March 2025
Leicester
City Counil

Draft interim plan of proposed city boundaries

/ ] harmoos |

#

Harborough

GlSTeam Planning
* Dim
@ Crowh copyright and database rights Omvmcoaed Stes AL

2025 Drﬂ"g’:n Survey AGO000816831 560 sy
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4. Real World: LGR in L&L

* Politics at Play

* Next Steps:

End November - submit Bids
Consultation Spring 2026
Shadow councils 2027

New Councils 2028

Leicestershire'_iv NEWS ~ INYOURAREA WHAT'SON - LEICESTER CITY FC TIGERS MORE ~ oo ‘ Q @

T
Uncertainty around local government restructuring in
Leicestershire blasted

Uncertainty has caused 'havec and upset
s | By lan Cralg GAL Content Editor

» Enter your posteode for local news and info  Enler your posicode a =l

Rutland council responds to potential Leicestershire
merger

Nothing has been decided yet'

NEWS

Home | InDepth | Israel-Gaza war | War in Ukraine | Climate | UK | World | Business | Politics | Culture

53 O Hannah Richardson Loce! Democracy Reporter
1436 10N 26

England | Local News | Leicestershire

ooe evete sos

+ Enter your postcode for local news and info  Enter your posicode
Cycling
Compensation
Claims

No strong case to expand city, say
district leaders

Had A Cycling Accident? We'l
Get You Back On Your Bike




5. Devolution



5. Brave New World: Devolution

* Mayors will own strategic Planning and 2t GOV-UK
convene/approve comprehensive SDS’s

Home > Regionaland local government > Devolution

e Strategic & public transport

* Callin strategic applications Press release
 Link with housing, regeneration, economic Full steam ahead for Devolution
development Priority Programme

Six areas receive confirmation as priority areas for English
devolution.

From: Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government and Jim McMahon OBE
MP

Published 17 July 2025




Real World: Devolution in L&L

* In February all Councils supported L&L Devolution in principle ...
* Geography uncertain

* MCCA and new Unitary Governance will need to deal with challenging decisions:
* Growth- strategic planning and strategic applications
* Transport

Education

* Waste

* Energy

* Unmet need (esp if City geography is not changed)

 Will mean end of Leicester City Mayoral role



Conclusions

Positive scorecard for the Govt- pace and ambition

...... but transition means turbulence

Capacity and capabilities: local and national

Political uncertainties: national and local

Everchanging system will test resilience and resolve...

Long term gains if we can all stay the course



Thank you

Grant.butterworth@leicester.gov.uk
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