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Real World/Brave New World)

1. Team and People
2. Local Planning
3. Strategic Planning 
4. Local Govt review 
5. Devolution 



1. Real World: Team & People 

• Lost 100’s of years experience in last few years
• Experienced DM and other specialists: 

• Senior Planners and managers
• 3 senior ecologists, Urban Design team leader, Archaeologist, 

Senior Conservation officer left over the same period

• WFH shifts London positioning for Cities like Leicester 
• Reliance on great graduates- but need career pathway and 

progression opportunities 



1. Team and People: Service Review

• Workforce Action Plan 4 years 
effort – focussed on staff 
retention and recruitment

• Main Planning phase concluded 
this summer, last job filled this 
September 

• New Structure, Regraded Staff, 
new Technical JDs, New People 
manager 

• Funded through fee uplift, 
increased pre-app charging, 
capital programme

• Now working on Urban Design, 
Built Heritage, Nature 
Conservation & GIS



2. Real World: Local Plan 



Four consultations over 10 years…..
• Issues and 

Options: 2014

• Emerging 
Options

• Preferred 
Options

• Reg 19 
Publication 
Draft Plan

• Examination 
autumn 2024

• Consultation 
on 
Modifications- 
June/July 2025

• Adoption 
Autumn 
2025??

• 4 General 
Elections

• 7 Prime 
ministers

• 7 NPPFs

• Unmet 
Need

• 35% uplift 
in housing 
target

• More 
Unmet 
Need

• COVID 

• Well Over 
£1m…….



Unmet Need
• Changing Policy context nationally huge 

challenge
• Only deals with c. half of  objectively 

assessed housing need
• Supported by L&L Districts and County
• Plan period of under 12 years if adopted 

in 2025- COVID/+35%
• ….but has been found to likely be sound 

following Examination Sept-November 
2024

• Immediate review upon adoption
• Awaiting Inspectors’ letter following 

Modifications consultation responses



Leicester Local Plan 2020-2036 Examination - Submission Documents and 
Evidence Base
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Examination Stage: 24 months and counting 
since submission 
• Local Plan submitted  September 2023
• Inspectors’ initial Questions December 2023
• Matters Issues and Questions: May 2024
• Hearing sessions July delayed due to General 

Election 
• MIQ’s for hearings published August 2024
• Hearings Weeks 1-3:  October 2024
• Weeks 4 & 5: November 2024
• Hearings closed 21st November 2024
• Inspectors’ Letter: January 2025
• Modifications Agreed with Inspectors: May 2025
• Modifications Consultation: June/July 2025
• Inspectors Report: ??



11 years in prep



• Abolition of +35%
• Abolition of beauty nonsense 
• New Grey Belt provisions 
• New Brownfield provisions 
• New System: 

• Legislation introduced by Levelling Up Act
• 30 Month Local Plans
• New National Development Management 

Policies 

• Govt to ‘commence’ this year?

2. Brave New World: Local Planning 



2. Brave New World: New Numbers for L&L 

Local Authority Name Current Method Proposed Method

Statement of 
Common Ground 
Agreed Position 

including City Unmet 
Need

Blaby 329 559 687
Charnwood 1,115 1,012 1,189
Harborough 510 706 657
Hinckley and Bosworth 432 689 659
Leicester 2,435 1,690 1,295
North West 
Leicestershire 357 621 686
Oadby and Wigston 198 389 240
Total 5,245 5,666 5,413



2. Real World:  Local Planning today…..
• L&L Partnership still working hard together (despite LGR)
• Four councils pushing local plans under Nov 23 NPPF

• Charnwood
• City 
• Melton
• Harborough

• Four Councils pushing local plans under Nov 24 NPPF aiming to beat Dec 2026 deadline
• Blaby
• North West Leicestershire
• Oadby & Wigston 
• Hinckley and Bosworth 

• New post 2036 SoCG, HENA & Distribution Agreement based on new Standard Method  
currently being worked up 

• Transitional provisions are unclear and very problematic- could get worse?



3. Strategic Planning 



3. Brave New World: Strategic Planning 
• New statutory comprehensive strategic planning 

approach

• But:  SDS Geography uncertain 
• Doesn’t have to follow LGR geography (but should align 

with MCCA if possible) 
• MHCLG keen to get Councils looking at SDS’s….. 

interplay with current Local Plan efforts, new Local Plan 
system and LGR?

• Uncertainties re Rutland (Leicestershire or Lincolnshire?) 
and Northamptonshire (???)  

• Should these have been introduced before new Local 
Plan system? 



3. Real World: Current Strategic Planning 

To 2050: L&L Strategic Growth 
Plan 
Non-Statutory



Strategic-Growth-Options-and-Constraints-Mapping-for-LL-Final-Report-August-2023.pdf

Future Strategic Planning in Leicestershire
• Growth Options and 

transport studies 
published

• Future Spatial 
Development Strategy 
(based on Strategic 
Growth Plan Review) 

• Post LGR task for 
Leicester, 
Leicestershire (and 
Rutland?) 
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4. Local Government Review 



4. Brave New World: Local Government 
Review
• Comprehensive 

unitary coverage
• Potential for major 

savings?
• Pathway to 

devolution 





4. Real World: LGR in L&L 

• Politics at Play
• Next Steps: 

• End November – submit Bids
• Consultation Spring 2026
• Shadow councils 2027
• New Councils 2028



5. Devolution 



5. Brave New World: Devolution 
• Mayors will own strategic Planning and 

convene/approve comprehensive SDS’s

• Strategic & public transport 

• Call in strategic applications 

• Link with housing, regeneration, economic 
development



Real World: Devolution in L&L 
• In February all Councils supported L&L Devolution in principle …
• Geography uncertain 
• MCCA and new Unitary Governance will need to deal with challenging decisions:  

• Growth- strategic planning and strategic applications 
• Transport
• Education
• Waste
• Energy 
• Unmet need (esp if City geography is not changed) 

• Will mean end of Leicester City Mayoral role 



Conclusions
• Positive scorecard for the Govt- pace and ambition
• ……but transition means turbulence
• Capacity and capabilities: local and national
• Political uncertainties: national and local 
• Everchanging system will test resilience and resolve…

• Long term gains if we can all stay the course



Thank you 

Grant.butterworth@leicester.gov.uk

mailto:Grant.butterworth@leicester.gov.uk
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