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Introduction & Housekeeping
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Format of this Session
Introduction to BNG
- Pre-Application
Statutory Metric
Small Sites Metric
Task One: Designing your scheme to maximise BNG
- During Application
Task Two: Ensuring BNG delivery
- Post Applications- BNG Plan
- Post Application- Delivery and Monitoring
Task Three: Management and Monitoring BNG
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The Basics

« BNG became mandatory for to deliver as part of
the Environment Act on 12 February 2024.

« Applicants will need to compensate for
biodiversity impacts on development sites.

« Habitat is used as a proxy for biodiversity and
applicants must deliver a minimum 10% uplift.

 Losses and gains are measured via a statutory
biodiversity metric.

« Land managers and developers will need to
register and allocate biodiversity gains via a
public register.
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Biodiversity Gain Hierarchy

It must be demonstrated, in the
Biodiversity Gain Plan, how the
Biodiversity Gain Hierarchy has been
followed in the approach to achieving 10%

BNG. If the hierarchy has not been applied,

justification must be provided.

Applying the hierarchy means delivering
BNG in the following priority order:

) Onsite habitat enhancements

N\
HBF

HOME BUILDERS FEDERATION



Is BNG required?

AN

Yes No —* s your development exempt under the following categories?

l * Development impact is below the de minimis threshold

* Householder development

Temporary exemption .
until 2 April 2024 Self and custom build
Mo need to meet BNG * Biodiversity gain site
requirements if your application
is made before 2 April 2024, * Forming part of, or ancillary to, the high speed rallway transport network
You will need to confirm why
your development is exempt * Permitted by development order
in your application. If your
application is made on or after * Urgent Crown development
2 April 2024, your development [ |
may need 1o achieve 10% BNG,
if not exempt ‘ *

Yes Na

**For application requirements related to BNG, please refer to the Lichfields BNG Timeline >>

Image c/o Lichfields
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The Application Timeline (c/o Future Homes Hub & PAS)

Pre-application :

Pre-application advice Validation P

conibvue jo
I prannng Sage

Local Planning Authority Process |
|
|

Ly If off-site . |
Biodiversity I} BNG idantify BNG Consider Local ) Finalise BNG
baseline Ezzl':'”; _’J[> viability j> requir:mem Nature Recovery :> fiei::liwe?' : :> W zaidipe R, Lo ||
assessment g assessment Strategies and FRIBAT A, Minnuly submit to LPA
other local plans hﬂ-r .; BEEIVE |
ing i hen planning todiversity
Taking int nt o = I
mnrilleél:?u;tl}.uazﬁé and BNG delivery units in the off-
other local strategies site market, |
(e.g. GI/LNRS) or through t
statutory credits
as |ast resort |
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: Application

Planning I
| Committee |
| I
........ o Legal agreement, Decision notice; Discharge pre- I
Congultation :> Consideration 5106 or conservation LPA approves commencement |
eeeececacaas covenant BNG Plan conditions
ik '
| . '
Refinement Delegated Spemﬁr . l
| correspondence otk onsite/offsite
| |
L t
| .
| I
| If required, secure - e e Vo
| biodiversity units Finalise BNG Plan
in the off-site i ot I S e R L A e —

market or statutory
credits from
Natural England

| QNS ITUToR ahd




: Construction &
- Occupation

Monitoring compliance ;
Check reporting requirements under the Enforcement
Matural Environment and Rural Communities Act

Conservation covenant

respansible body:
Enforcement

B ¥ F F 9 ¥ F B ® ¥ F % ® ¥ =5 @

------------- EER R e Habitat protection, |_ o .
“ | enhancement and \J> Management Monitoring Reporting .

R implementation

PE B 9 ¥ F ¥ 97 ¥ F R @S

I Could be third party

Obligation to continue to manage and monitor for 30 years



Task One:
Designing your scheme to
maximise BNG
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The Application Timeline (c/o Future Homes Hub & PAS)

Pre-application :

Pre-application advice Validation P

conibvue jo
I prannng Sage

Local Planning Authority Process |
|
|

Ly If off-site . |
Biodiversity I} BNG idantify BNG Consider Local ) Finalise BNG
baseline Ezzl':'”; _’J[> viability j> requir:mem Nature Recovery :> fiei::liwe?' : :> W zaidipe R, Lo ||
assessment g assessment Strategies and FRIBAT A, Minnuly submit to LPA
other local plans hﬂ-r .; BEEIVE |
ing i hen planning todiversity
Taking int nt o = I
mnrilleél:?u;tl}.uazﬁé and BNG delivery units in the off-
other local strategies site market, |
(e.g. GI/LNRS) or through t
statutory credits
as |ast resort |
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Statutory Metric(s)

Statutory biodiversity metric tools and guides - GOV.UK
(Www.goVv.uk)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides

Task Two:
Ensuring BNG delivery
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: Application

Planning I
| Committee |
| I
........ o Legal agreement, Decision notice; Discharge pre- I
Congultation :> Consideration 5106 or conservation LPA approves commencement |
eeeececacaas covenant BNG Plan conditions
ik '
| . '
Refinement Delegated Spemﬁr . l
| correspondence otk onsite/offsite
| |
L t
| .
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| If required, secure - e e Vo
| biodiversity units Finalise BNG Plan
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Biodiversity Gain Hierarchy

It must be demonstrated, in the
Biodiversity Gain Plan, how the
Biodiversity Gain Hierarchy has been
followed in the approach to achieving 10%

BNG. If the hierarchy has not been applied,

justification must be provided.

Applying the hierarchy means delivering
BNG in the following priority order:

) Onsite habitat enhancements
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Task Three:
Management and Monitoring
BNG
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Biodiversity Gain Plan

Biodiversity gain plan (publishing.service.gov.uk)
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65df0c4ecf7eb16adff57f15/Biodiversity_gain_plan.pdf

: Construction &
- Occupation

Monitoring compliance ;
Check reporting requirements under the Enforcement
Matural Environment and Rural Communities Act

Conservation covenant

respansible body:
Enforcement
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------------- EER R e Habitat protection, |_ o .
“ | enhancement and \J> Management Monitoring Reporting .

R implementation
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I Could be third party

Obligation to continue to manage and monitor for 30 years



Q&A
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Key Messages

- BNG is now going to be a key factor in most planning
applications Pre-Application

- Although it is secured via a post permission condition, BNG
need to be thought about as soon as possible in scheme design
- BNG needs to be considered at pre-app, during the application
and post-permission

There is a lot of help and advice available from DLUHC, DEFRA,
Future Homes Hub, Planning Advisory Service and HBF
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