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New Ministerial team
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It quickly became apparent that as well as specific ACM 
screening tests, cladding system tests were required

A process was set up to enable building owners to test 
the cladding on their buildings and for the Government to 

track information

A possible contributory factor was the Aluminium 
Composite Material (ACM) cladding on Grenfell Tower.

Following the Grenfell tragedy it was essential for the 
Government to immediately establish whether there was 

an imminent risk to other buildings Residents of 
high rise 

buildings are 
safe and 
feel safe 

from the risk 
of fire, now 
and in the 

future.

After the Grenfell Tower fire we established a building safety programme

Building Safety Programme: 
Origin & Purpose



The programme is working in the context of an 

investigation, inquest and the public inquiry

Police investigation – what happened, has anybody 
broken the law?

Coroners Inquest – Who died and how?

Public Inquiry – How did this incident happen - can we 
stop it happening again?

Context



IMPLEMENT: MAKING THE CHANGES NEEDED TO MAKE 

BUILDINGS SAFE IN THE FUTURE 
Sept 2017 onwards

REVIEW: IDENTIFYING THE CHANGES NEEDED 

TO MAKE BUILDINGS SAFE IN FUTURE 
Aug 2017 – Apr 2018

.

ASSURE AND REMEDIATE: MAKING BUILDINGS SAFE 
July 2017 – Aug 2018

IDENTIFY: FINDING THE BUILDINGS THAT 

ARE NOT SAFE
June 2017 – Dec 2017

Jun 17 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan 18 Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep
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The Programme has four stages

The Building Safety Programme



We have been identifying unsafe buildings and know the 

extent of the cladding issues in social housing 

The first strand of the programme begun immediately 
following the tragic fire.

It is focussed on identifying the high rise residential buildings 
with unsafe cladding systems through data collection and 
testing at BRE.  

For social housing there are some 5,500 high rise  buildings 
in England, and 173 of them are clad in ACM (around 3% of 
buildings) and 165 with ACM that failed fire safety tests.

The next phase will build the picture for privately owned 
buildings.

Finding the Buildings that are not safe

Picture: wikipedia



To make buildings safe we have issued advice to 

landlords after the 7 large scale system tests and are 

working with industry to support remedial action

The second strand of the programme is focused on making 
buildings safe. 

We have issued advice to building owners in the light of the 
information from the seven large scale system tests. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/building-safety-programme

An Industry Response Group (IRG) made up of representatives 
from the construction industry will help ensure the sector can 
meet the challenges of remediating buildings.

Further advice will follow on remedial work.

Building Safety Programme



Independent Review of Building 

Regulations and Fire Safety

Led by Dame Judith Hackitt.

Responses by 13 October 2017 
BuildingRegulationsandFireSafetyReview@communities.gsi.gov.uk

To report jointly to Communities Secretary, 

Sajid Javid and Home Secretary, Amber 

Rudd.

Interim report autumn 2017.

Final report spring 2018. 



Other Issues
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...And not forgetting
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