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Part E Robust Details The Scheme

Three Year Review by Government

• RD Scheme was subject to a 3-year 
review by CLG in 2007

• Independent verification of compliance 
rates, performance monitoring andrates, performance monitoring and 
other scheme KPIs

CLG l d d h h ‘• CLG concluded that scheme ‘met or 
exceeded expectations’

robustdetails



Part E Robust Details The Scheme

Performance Monitoring

• 30 acoustic consultants carry 
out  spot check visual p
inspections and sound tests -
The RDL Inspectorate

• 2% of completed RD properties 
are subject to randomly 
sampled sound testssampled sound tests

• 2% of registrations are subject to 
random visual inspection
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Part E Robust Details The Scheme

Performance Monitoring

• Spot check visual inspections and
sound tests

• No enforcement powers

• If any serious problems cannot be• If any serious problems cannot be
resolved, notify BCB

• Withdraw any robust detail that• Withdraw any robust detail that
consistently fails to meet required
standards
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Part E Robust Details Visual Inspections

25%5%
of sites 
visited

6.4%
of plots 

inspected
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Part E Robust Details Sound Tests

+7dB
better than 
Bldg Regs

6000+
dwellings 

tested
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Part E Robust Details Maintaining the Standards

E FC 3
This construction has been 

removed completely from the 
h

E-FC-3
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Part E Robust Details (Current Part E)
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Part E Robust Details Pre - 2004 Part E?
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Part E Robust Details Pre - 2004 Part E?
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Part E Robust Details Pre - 2004 Part E?
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Part E Robust Details Pre - 2004 Part E?
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Robust Details What’s the problem?

Regulations - Key Messages
• Stakeholders are not able to 
influence new standards

• Regulations are too complex• Regulations are too complex

• Compliance with (some parts of) the 
Regulations is lowRegulations is low

• Guidance is highly technical and 
does not address all audiences

• Future levels of resource will 
exacerbate problems

robustdetails
The Future of Building Control, CLG 2007 (para 2.2)



Robust Details Key Messages

The Part E Approach...

• Stakeholders are not able to 
influence new standards

Industry Groups (Developers 
and Suppliers) produced - and 
funded - Part E Pattern Book

• Regulations are too complex

• Compliance with (some parts of) the 
R l ti i lRegulations is low

• Guidance is highly technical and does 
not address all audiencesnot address all audiences

• Future levels of resource will exacerbate 
problems

robustdetails
The Future of Building Control, CLG 2007 (para 2.2)



Robust Details Key Messages

The Part E Approach...

• Stakeholders are not able to influence 
new standards

Part E Changes added 
• Regulations are too complex

• Compliance with (some parts of)      the 
R l ti i l

Part E Changes added 
additional layers of complexity -
both procedural and technical

Regulations is low

• Guidance is highly technical and does 
not address all audiencesnot address all audiences

• Future levels of resource will 
exacerbate problems

robustdetails
The Future of Building Control, CLG 2007 (para 2.2)



Robust Details Key Messages

The Part E Approach...

• Stakeholders are not able to influence 
new standards

• Regulations are too complex

• Compliance with (some parts of) the 
Regulations is low

Levels of Compliance 
have improved beyond Regulations is low

• Guidance is highly technical and does 
not address all audiences

p y
all expectations

• Future levels of resource will exacerbate 
problems

robustdetails

The Future of Building Control, CLG 2007 (para 2.2)



Robust Details Key Messages

The Part E Approach...
• Stakeholders are not able to 
influence new standards

R l ti t l• Regulations are too complex

• Compliance with (some parts of) the 
Regulations is lowRegulations is low

• Guidance is highly technical and 
does not address all audiences

Robust Details for 
‘standard’ solutions; 

PCT for othersdoes not address all audiences

• Future levels of resource will 
exacerbate problems

PCT for others

robustdetails
The Future of Building Control, CLG 2007 (para 2.2)



Robust Details Key Messages

The Part E Approach...
• Stakeholders are not able to 
influence new standards

R l ti t l• Regulations are too complex

• Compliance with (some parts of) the 
Regulations is lowRegulations is low

• Guidance is highly technical and 
does not address all audiencesdoes not address all audiences

• Future levels of resource will 
exacerbate problems

‘Complementary’ extra 
layer of performance 

it i  h ld h l

robustdetails
The Future of Building Control, CLG 2007 (para 2.2)
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Part E Robust Details Part E

Acoustics

• Unlike Energy, Structure, etc., 
science of Part E can be
counter-intuitive

• Deviations from approved 
tt b i kpatterns can be risky

• Focus on Low Frequency 
S d i i t ‘ dSound gives rise to ‘good 
subjective’ performance 
(but poor results) 
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Part E Robust Details More Robust Details?

A Complementary Service

• Robust Details provisions add 
an extra layer to existing 
Building Control proceduresBuilding Control procedures 

• RDL activities supplement 
(rather than replace) BCB(rather than replace) BCB 
compliance monitoring

• May be limited to issues where:

• compliance is currently low

• service users will ‘pay

robustdetails

service users will pay    
extra’ for the benefits



Part E Robust Details Pre - 2004 Part E
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Part E Robust Details Moving The Curve

350

300
Mean 52.25
StD 4 057

AIRBORNE - ALL RD TESTS TO END DECEMBER 2006

300

250

StDev 4.057
Sample 3281

re
qu

en
cy 200

150Fr 150

100

50

0

robustdetails
A IRBORNE

65605550454035
0



thankyou

b td t ilwww.robustdetails.com
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