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The NPPF ...

... made from PPSs
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The Environmentalist‟s Response

the Government‟s 

planning reforms 

could lead to 

unchecked and 

damaging 

development in 

the undesignated 

countryside on a 

scale not seen 

since the 1930s
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Localism

“Our first priority is 

Localism, and our 

second priority is 

also Localism. 

Can you guess 

what our third 

priority is?”Rt. Hon. Eric Pickles MP, Secretary of 

State for Communities and Local 

Government 7 June 2010



Act Now!      Localism in Action

HBF Planning Conference 2011

Localism? What is Localism?

“I would like, when the 

space ship arrives from 

Alpha Centura and lands 

in the middle of Barnsley 

and goes up to No 23 

Acacia Ave, and the 

spaceling says to the 

lady that answers the 

door: 'take me to your 

leader,‟ she would say 

'I‟m in charge‟. Localism 

is in charge.”
Daily Telegraph 13th August 

2010
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Localism? What is localism?

„The neighbours are complaining 

because they have a vendetta 

against me.  I am a law abiding 

citizen ... it‟s my land.

Guardian 7th September 2010
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Issues

• The Presumption in Favour

• The definition of sustainable development

• The local plan process

• Spatial planning

• Public engagement

• Garden Grabbing

• Density Standards

• Renewable energy

• Housing quality
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The presumption in favour

The Minister considers that 

the presumption should 

always be in favour of the 

person who wishes to 

undertake development.



Act Now!      Localism in Action

HBF Planning Conference 2011

The definition of sustainable development

Don‟t eat 

tomorrow‟s 

potatoes 

today
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Spatial Planning

AT
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Public Engagement

Ministry of Housing & Local Govt 
et al, People and Planning, HMSO, 
1969
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Government Guidance on Engagement
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Density Standard
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Early in life I 

had to choose 

between 

honest 

arrogance and 

hypocritical 

humility. I 

chose the 

former and 

have seen no 

reason to 

change.
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Renewable energy
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Housing Quality
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Car parking standards
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Land Banking
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The Neighbourhood Plan Process

Group applies to be a Neighbourhood 
Forum - has to submit statement of a) 
why area /group appropriate b) how 

group qualifies + a plan of area

Criteria = minimum of 21 people who live 
or work or are Councillors in the 

neighbourhood, is open to all – including 
those wanting to live in the area ‐ and has 

a constitution.

LA decides whether it is a business or 
resident led forum

LA advertises the Forum's application sfor 
6 weeks and takes objections and decides

There can only be one Neighbourhood 
PLan for each area

LA has a duty to support - but is not 
required to support financially

Local Plan takes a strategic role re. e.g 
housing

Neighbourhood Plan may not propose 
less development that Local Plan

Neighbourhood Forum must consult 
during the preparation of the Plan

Forum submits draft Plan + a statement 
of consultation

Neighbourhood Plan may undergoo 
scoping study to determine whether it 

needs strategic environmental 
assessment

Independent Examination taking a/c of: 
The strategic content of the local plan; 

the NPPF - including the proposed 
‘presumption in favour of sustainable 
development’; European Directives; 

National and international designations; 
neighbouring Neighbourhood Plans.

If passes, goes to Referendum - if a 
Business Forum then local businesses and 

residents have separate referenda

If seperate Referenda are held and 
residents and business vote differently, 

LA decides

If passes, LA has to adopt as a 
Development Plan Document

Adopted  Neighbourhood Plan takes 
precedence over the Local Plan if it is 

more up-to-date
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Neighbourhood Plans

The Beachy Head 

Neighbourhood 

Development Plan
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