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Where RDôs canôt be used! 
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Where RDôs canôt be used

A brief overview of those situations 
where RD constructions canôt be 
used, a few suggestions on how to 
deal with this and where engaging an 
acoustic consultant can help.



Approved Document E

ADE stipulates minimum levels of sound 
insulation for the following:

É New build houses and flats (E1)

É Refurbished houses and flats (E1)

ÉNew build RRPôs (E1)

ÉRefurbished RRPôs (E1)

É Schools (E4) 



Approved Document E

É ADE stipulates minimum levels of sound 
insulation for the following:

É New build houses and flats (E1) PCT/RDL

É Refurbished houses and flats (E1) PCT

ÉNew build RRPôs (E1) PCT

ÉRefurbished RRPôs (E1) PCT

É Schools (E4) PCT ïnot yet mandatory



Robust Details 

É Introduced in July 2004 as an alternative 
to pre -completion testing at the same 
time as testing for new build houses and 
flats became a mandatory requirement.

For new build houses and flats only.

É All other building types must be tested to 
demonstrate compliance with Approved 
Document E.



Pre-completion testing (PCT)

É Separating walls tested for airborne sound 
insulation.

É Separating floors tested for airborne sound 
insulation and impact sound resistance.

É 1 set of tests for every 10 dwellings (10% rule)



Test Organisations

É Must be members of the ANC Scheme or 
UKAS Accredited 

É All RD inspectors are qualified testers with 
their respective organisations and hold 
either ANC or UKAS accreditation.

ÉRDL óperformance monitoringô uses the 
same test procedures etc as for PCT.



The ANC Registration Scheme

É Rigorous quality control

É All test results recorded on central 
database for detailed analysis.

É Current throughput is about 2000 tests 
per month (normally about 4000). ¼ 
million tests so far!

É New -build 98% pass rate!

É Conversions over 90% pass rate!



Where RDôs canôt be used to 

satisfy ADE.

ÉNovel or hybrid construction 
methods

ÉRooms for Residential Purposes.

ÉRefurbished houses and flats.

ÉSchools.


