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• “Now I don’t for one moment think the housing policy 

is in any way firmed up yet. As far as I can make out 

there is a significant amount of stumbling around 

looking for ideas going on in Grant Shapps’s 

housing sub-department, as confused administrators 

try to turn energetically delivered rhetoric into solid 

plans that might just stand up to scrutiny” 

• Brian Green, “Why the spending review might prove a turning 

onto the road to Nirvana for house builders” October 22nd, 

2010 

•

http://brickonomics.building.co.uk/
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The Coalition
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Communities and Local Government Ministers 

Greg Clarke MP

Andrew Stunell OBE MP

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP

Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP

Bob Neill MP Baroness Hanham

http://conservativehome.blogs.com/platform/images/2008/01/07/grant_shapps.jpg
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2010 Revisions
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“Re-opening Britain for business” 

“One in one out” 

any minister who wants to bring in a 

new piece of regulation must first find 

an existing one to scrap

“For a long time, the whole business 

of Whitehall has been about creating 

new regulations. This new rule 

completely blows that culture apart “

David Cameron
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“Re-opening Britain for business”

2010 Spending Review

2.31 The Government will increase housing 

supply by reforming the planning system so it is 

more efficient, effective and supportive of 

economic development. In addition, it will 

introduce a New Homes Bonus …….. It will also 

reduce the total regulatory burden on the 

house building industry over the Spending 

Review period.
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Grant Schapps

“I can confirm that we will introduce 

the minimum standard for fabric 

energy efficiency based on that set 

out in the recent consultation on the 

Code for Sustainable Homes. We will 

take this forward in the future 

revisions of part L of the building 

regulations”. 27 July 2010



9

Andrew Stunell

“I want to hear your views on how 

the Regulations can be improved, 

added to, or slimmed down. I would 

also like suggestions as to how we 

can deliver even better levels of 

compliance in the future.” 
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can deliver even better levels of 

compliance in the future.” 
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Responses so far

Building Regulations Exercise

• Over 200 responses (plus c600 as part of campaign for inclusion of 
Changing Places) but not a lot of unexpected issues or suggestions 
(not surprising given our ongoing dialogue with partners)

• A key finding – the regime’s not perfect, there are things we can 
improve, but it’s in pretty good shape

Cut Red Tape Exercise attracted little Building Regulations-related 
comment

Your Freedom Website

• Attracted responses more from the public and individuals within 
industry

• A more deregulatory tone. Large-scale support for abolishing Part P 
or reducing cost of compliance

• A questioning of the role of regulation and its scope eg why do we 
control what people do in their own homes (eg water temperature)
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Compliance

Low carbon housing

“The Government has set an ambitious 

target for all new housing to be zero carbon 

by 2016. With the application of good 

insulation, improved efficiencies and 

renewable energy, such a target is 

theoretically possible. However, there is 

growing concern that, in practice, even 

existing carbon standards are not being 

achieved and that this performance gap 

has the potential to undermine zero 

carbon housing policy.”
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QA - ACDs

“adopt quality assured 

accredited construction 

details approach in 

accordance with a scheme 

approved by the Secretary 

of State”



Now for something -

Technical
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Timber Frame
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Just a construction safety issue?
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Cavity Barriers
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Compliance

Compartmentation in roof voids BD2846 
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