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Leading the planning debate in the UK  
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Pan-European projects   
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Housing and Large Scale Development in UK 

The Garden City Movement  
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The Garden City vision of  
long-term stewardship for community gain 

• Land ownership retained by a body 
similar to a trust 

 
• Incomes earned from residential and 

commercial leaseholders (along with 
betterment) would: 

 
• Be reinvested in community 

assets and services  
• Repay the original development 

finance debts  - which would 
eventually decrease to ‘vanishing 
point’… 
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Housing and Large Scale Development in UK 

New Towns Act 1946  
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Housing and Large Scale Development in UK 

From 2000 – Growth and Renewal   
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Housing and Large Scale Development in UK 

2007 Eco Towns  



Why rediscover Garden Cities?  
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Garden City Principles   



www.tcpa.org.uk @thetcpa 

The recent story  
TCPA Garden Cities Campaign  

May 2012 

! 
March 2012 March 2012 
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The recent story  
TCPA Garden Cities Campaign  

October 2012 February 2013 March 2013 



www.tcpa.org.uk @thetcpa 

The recent story  
TCPA Garden Cities Campaign  

November 2013 January 2014 November  2013 



TCPA’s 3 year campaign… 
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2011/12 Cross sector 

support and political 

momentum 

2013 How to make it 

happen  

2014 Tools for 

delivering the 

principles  
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Unlocking sustainable communities today  

Five key themes 
 

1. Political Leadership and 
public consent 

2.   Strategic Planning 
3.   Unlocking land 
4. Funding infrastructure 
5. Skills and coordination 
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New Towns Act 2015?  

Legislation requires modernisation: 
 

• Transparent legal objectives for 
Development Corporations – 
sustainable development, climate 
change and social inclusion 

 

• Enhanced requirements for public 
participation 

 

• Partnership working 
 

• Handover of assets to be managed for 
community in perpetuity  
 
 

 



What next for Garden Cities?  
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•  Commitment in 2015 manifestos?  
 

•  Ebbsfleet UDC 
 

•  Public and private sector appetite? 
 

•  TCPA’s campaign: 
 
 Lyons Housing Review  
 Spring Conference – time to 
 make garden cities a reality 
   Study into lessons from the 
 new towns and garden cities  
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Planning reform?  

The need for change?: 
 

• Building Standards 
 

• The NPPF 
 

• Permitted Development 
 

• Morale and Funding 
 

• The need for consensus 
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Dr Hugh Ellis, TCPA 
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